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READ Code abbreviations

Some common clinical abbreviations seen in READ descriptions are:

· O/E On Examination

· C/O Complaining of

· H/O History of

· FH: Family History

Other abbreviations appearing in the preferred terms are:

OS Other specified - this options appears at the end of a list and should be selected if enough details is known about the data being recorded to say that it is not one of the other specific options. 

OS Other specified - this option appears at the end of a list of entities and should be selected if enough detail is known about the data being recorded to say that it is not one of the other specific options at this level.

NOS Not otherwise specified - this option appears at the end of a list of entities and should be selected if not enough detail is known about the data being recorded to choose one of the other, more specific, options. It means the same as recording the code one level higher but may be useful if a more detailed cross reference code needs to be generated.

EC Elsewhere classified - This refers to an entity that is classified elsewhere in the codes. It is usually referring to the underlying cause of the particular disorder and it a hint that you may wish to code this case as a second code to make is more specific.

NEC Not elsewhere classified - This means that specific varieties of this entity appear elsewhere in the codes; these will usually be shown on the picking list after a key term search. If none of the other match the concept to be coded, use this code.

[SO] Site of - occurs in sub-chapter 7N, sites of operation. These equate with Chapter Z in OPCS4 codes.

[D] Diagnosis - in Chapter R, for a working diagnosis, e.g. [D] headache, [D] dizziness.

[M] Morphology of neoplasms - chapter BB, recording cell type, e.g. Transitional Cell Ca Bladder.

[V] Correspond to the ICD-9 chapter that allows the recording of supplementary factors influencing health status or contact with health services other than for illness, e.g. chapter ZV 

[Q] Qualifier (in preparation for READ 3, which moves away from rigid hierarchical relationship concept and allows cross-linking between codes (Chapter Z).

[X] Cross referenced to specific ICD-10 codes (READ 2 relates to ICD-9).

How the READ dictionary is structured
The READ Clinical Classification or READ codes are classified into 29 major chapter headings which comprehensively cover the whole of medicine (the version referred to here is READ 5 version 2) – see READ chapters for a list. 

How to know which chapter to choose from

There is no need to remember any of the codes in order to select an entry, though in time you may become aware of the main chapters, which are denoted by the first character of the code, for example, G for Circulatory system diseases (e.g. G30 Acute myocardial infarction), H for Respiratory system diseases, (e.g. H33 Asthma).

Chapters A-Z on the whole cover a classification of systems: respiratory, cardio-vascular, neoplasm’s etc.

Chapters 1-9 cover amongst others: symptoms, on examination, X-ray and pathology, screening, operations and administration.

Chapter 1 can be used to define symptoms. Once a specific diagnosis is made, you can use terms from chapters A-Z, e.g. G Circulatory system diseases.

Most pathology tests come under chapter 4, and X-rays in chapter 5. Health promotion, screening and advice terms are in Chapter 6. Operations and major and minor surgery come under Chapter 7.

For example, for a sore throat entry:

A symptom is commonly from Chapter 1- History/symptom. For example, Sore throat symptom has a code of 1C9.. 00.

If the pathological evidence points, for example, to an infectious sore throat, then select a code from Chapter A - Infectious/parasitic diseases. For example, Streptococcal sore throat, A340. 00.

A code from Chapter H Respiratory Systems Diseases may be more appropriate, for example H121 Sore throat - chronic or H02 Sore throat NOS. 

Codes with Z refer to unspecified conditions, for example, Sore throat symptoms NOS, IC0Z. 00 where NOS is not specified or non-specific. It is recommended that NOS entries should be avoided if possible.

The five character READ code

The chapter headings and their READ codes can be detailed down to five hierarchical levels. Here are examples of five codes, each a "child" at a lower level of the "parent" code:

H Respiratory system diseases

- H0 Acute respiratory infections

- H02 Acute pharyngitis

- H023 Acute bacterial pharyngitis

- H0230 Acute pneumococcal pharyngitis

Codes are sometimes written with extra dots to show the levels up to five, e.g. H02.. or H023. When you are entering a code, you do not need to type in the dots.

In addition, after the first five characters, there might be two further numbers. Most are 00, as in H02..00 Acute pharyngitis. If you list synonyms for a code you have highlighted (click in Display Synonyms), you can see if there are any synonyms or alternative entries which mean the same. Those with * are called preferred terms. 

For instance, the synonyms for H02. 00 Acute pharyngitis are:

*Acute pharyngitis (so the preferred term) – code H02.. 00

Sore throat NOS – code H02. 11 

Viral sore throat NOS - H02. 12 

Sometimes you can only find what you are looking for using a synonym. (see Synonyms and preferred terms).

The READ dictionary contains 100,000 preferred terms and 150,000 synonyms. 

READ chapters
READ CHAPTER and description

A Infectious / parasitic diseases

B Neoplasms

C Endocrine / nutr / metab / immun. disease

D Blood/blood forming organs disease

E Mental disorders

F Nervous system. sense organ disease

G Circulatory system diseases

H Respiratory system diseases

J Digestive system diseases

K Genitourinary system diseases

L Pregnancy / childbirth / puerperium

M Skin / subcutaneous tissue disease

N Musculoskeletal / connective tissue

P Congenital anomalies

Q Perinatal conditions R [D] Symptoms, signs, ill-def. cond

S Injury and poisoning

T Causes of injury and poisoning

Z Unspecified conditions (and also used for many community READ terms)

0 Occupations

1 History / symptoms

2 Examination / Signs

3 Diagnostic procedures

4 Laboratory procedures

5 Radiology / physics in medicine

6 Preventive procedures

7 Operations, procedures, sites

8 Other therapeutic procedures

9 Administration

Synonyms and preferred terms

If you click on an entry, then click on Display Synonyms, you may see any synonyms which exist for that entry displayed in the bottom left window.

Where there is a list of synonyms, one of these is the preferred term and this is asterisked. There are 100,000 preferred terms in the READ dictionary. 

In terms of the READ code, the preferred terms end with 00 after the five character code Synonyms of preferred terms end with 11 12, 13 14 etc.

For example, G30.. Acute myocardial infarction may also be called G30.. 12 Coronary thrombosis or G30.. 11 Attack - heart. These are all synonyms. The preferred term is Acute myocardial infarction.

Sometimes you have to use a synonym for accuracy, such as C108.12 Type 1 diabetes mellitus, and C109.12 Type 2 diabetes mellitus.

Here are some examples of preferred terms and their synonyms:
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Preferred term
- *G581 Left ventricular failure

Display Synonyms 
- Left ventricular failure, Asthma–cardiac, Pulmonary oedema –acute.

Preferred term 
- *1371 Never smoked tobacco

Display Synonyms 
- 1371. 11 Non-smoker

Preferred term 
- *1A53. C/O - lumbar pain (keyword is lumbar)

Display Synonyms 
- c/o - loin pain, c/o - lumbar pain, c/o - renal pain.

Preferred term
- *H02.. 00 Acute Pharyngitis

Display Synonyms
- Sore throat NOS, Viral sore throat NOS. 

Note the following points about synonyms: 

Most Vision searches are hierarchical. This means if you choose a code, e.g. C108 as the search entity, then it will search for C108 and any lower codes or synonyms such as C1080.00 or C108.12. 

Note also that some preferred terms do not have keywords, while some synonyms do have keywords. 

If you have Display from Formulary checked, and you go into the hierarchy, then only synonyms that are in the Formulary are displayed.
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